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Subject:    "FARM  WOODLAND  COOPERATIVES. "     Information  from  the  Forest  Service,  U.  S. 
r^.rtment  of  Agriculture.     Publication  available,  Leaflet  No,  29. 

— ooOOoo — 

Women  are  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  business  side  of  the  farm.     You  can 
see  wives  accompanying  their  husbands  to  all  sorts  of  farmers'  gatherings,  and 
speaking  their  minds,  too,  on  the  subjects  discussed.    And,  many  women  own  and  run 
good  sized  farms,  s  inglehanded.     So  it  is  likely  that  a  number  of  the  homemakers 
who  arc  listening  today  have  a  vital  interest  in  this  report  from  the  U.  S.  Forest 
Service.    It  tells  about  the  great  increase  ir>  farm  woodland  cooperatives  in  several 
parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  New  England,  the  Appalachian  states,  in  parts 
of  the  south  as  far  west  as  Texas,  and  in  the  Lake  States  region. 

These  farmer  cooperatives  cn,n  do  what  is  impossible  for  the  single  family 
that  owns  a  piece  of  woodland.     In  the  first  place,  the  cooperative  usually  hires  a 
competent  adviser  on  timber  management,  and  all  the  members  get  the  benefit  of  his 
special  knowledge  which  will  insure  continuous  timber  crops.    As  the  Forest  Service 
has  often  pointed  out,  the  farm  woods  can  be  regarded  as  a  savings  bank  paying 
interest.    If  the  woods  are  cut  too  heavily,  the  capital  is  drawn  from  the  woods 
book  and  little  interest  is  obtained.     If  the  timber  is  worked  wisely  and  only  the 
Mount  of  new  growth  is  cut  the  capital  in  the  woods  bank  will  be  left  untouched. 

land  will  keep  on  growing  tdnber  at  the  maximum  rate  and  make  the  largest 
profit  for  the  owner. 

So  the  farm  woodland  co-ops  stick  to  this  principle,  and  aim  to  improve  the 

Use  of  farm  woods  and  increase  the  yield  of  timber.    Also  by  group  bargaining  the 

C(>-op  can  then  get  better  prices  for  the  products  sold  by  its  members  than  any  in- 
dividual member  could  get. 
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Take  the  Tioga  Woodland  Owners'  Cooperative,  Incorporated,  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Tioga,  Nov;  York.     This  organization  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  marketing  exclusively  farm  forestry  products.     It  covers  about  a  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  farm  woodlands.    Any  woodland  owner  or  tenant  may  become  a  member  of  the 
association.    There  is  no  stock  to  purchase.    All  he  or  she  has  to  do  is  to  make 
application,  agree  to  the  by-laws,  sign  the  marketing  agreement,  and  pay  a  fee  of 
one  dollar. 

As  members,  woodland  owners  agree  to  have  their  trees  selected  and  marked 
before  cutting,  and  logs  scaled,  by  a  competent  man  chosen  by  the  association. 
They  further  agree  to  market  their  woodland  products  through  the  association,  and 
to  pay  the  necessary  costs  involved  in  marking,  scaling  and  bookkeeping. 

In  return  for  their  dollar  membership  fee,  the  association  agrees  in  part 
to  train  and  make  available  for  the  members  a  qualified  timber  marker  and  scaler. 
It  also  acts  as  their  lawful  agent  in  securing  the  best  possible  price  for  the 
products  sold.     This  means  greater  woodland  income,  a  conservative  cutting  policy, 
and  a  perpetual  tree  crop. 

Up  in  New  England  there  is  a  Forest  Products  Association  that  takes  in  one 
county  in  New  Hampshire  and  one  next  to  it  in  Vermont.     This  Association  had  a  very 
good  year  as  shown  in  its  report  for  May  21,  1939.     It  shipped  7,500  bundles  of 
Christinas  trees,  sold  thousands  of  cords  of  pulpwood,  largely  spruce  and  fir,  and 
handled  more  than  3  million  board  feet  of  hardwood  sawlogs  and  half  a  million  board 
eet  of  softwood  sawlogs.     It  also  helped  to  market  some  maple  sirup  and  maple 
sugar-  important  forest  products  in  that  part  of  the  country.     Sales  of  these 
various  products  amounted  to  more  than  ',166,000.     Timberowners  in  this  co-op  control 
°ore  than  a  quarter  million  acres  of  woodlands.     Many  demonstrations  have  been  held 
to  show  good  cutting,  thinning,  and  other  forest  practices. 

The  West  Virginia  Forest  Products  Association  is  another  cooperative  that 
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handles  farm  woodland  products  for  the  owners  of  some  24,000  acres.    And.  in  Fayette 
County,  Texas  there's  a  Negro  Farmers'   Sawmill  Co-op  which  has  sawed  more  than 
132  000  board  feet  of  lumber  for  farm  and  home  use. 

Both  state  and  Federal  forestry  agencies  are  generally  called  on  to  assist 
in  organizing  forest  cooperatives  and  in  getting  a  timber  survey  of  the  area  in- 
volved as  well  as  technical  advice  on  how  much  timber  the  members  can  wisely  cut. 
Members  are  given  such  practical  tips  as  the  following: 

"Cut  your  timber  with  an  eye  to  its  continuous  production  on  the  land.  The 
air.  should  be  to  keep  the  land  producing,  at  the  fastest  rate,  timber  of  the  best 

quality   Do  not  cut  everything  that  is  merchantable.    Always  leave  five  or 

^cre  seed-producing  trees  per  acre  and  plenty  of  younger  trees  as  a  good  basis  for 

growing  another  crop.    Keep  an  ample  supply  of  growing  timber  on  the  land  

oc.t.o  tracts  of  timber  may  be  profitably  cut  for  sawlogs,  poles,  or  pulpwood,  by 

taking  out  the  larger  trees  Other  timber  land  tracts  may  be  improved  by  cutting 

out  the  smaller,  overcrowded,  crippled,  crooked,  and  misshapen  trees   This 

leaves  the  straight,  thrifty,  larger  trees  for  developing  high-grade  and  high-priced 

forest  products   If  you  cut  or  harvest  your  own  timber  crop  you  will  sell  your 

own  labor  and  that  of  your  teams  or  trucks....  Use  the  lower  grades  of  timber  for 
farn  purposes,  when  satisfactory,  and  sell  the  choicer  grades." 

The  Forest  Service  ends  this  report  by  saying  that  although  farm  woodlands 
are  mostly  in  small,  scattered  blocks,  they  contain  139  million  acres  out  of  the 
461  million  acres  of  commercial  timber  in  the  United  States.     So  this  often  neglected 
farm  crop  is  vitally  important  to  national  forestry  production.     Incidentally,  you 
-ay  like  to  write  to  the  U.  S.  D.  A.  for  Leaflet  No.  29  on  The  Farm  Woods-  a  Savings 
Ba^.    It's  free  while  the  supply  lasts. 


